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Introduction and Background





The Committee on the Environment (COE) and Northeast International Committee on Energy (NICE)  [hereafter referred to as the ‘project oversight committees’] are pleased to submit this report on climate change projects to the Conference of New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers (NEG/ECP).  This report provides an overview of the major accomplishments in the second year (2002-2003) of implementation of the Climate Change Action Plan adopted by the Conference in 2001.  It also outlines the project priorities recommended by the Committee on the Environment for the coming year.





Implementation of the climate change projects is the responsibility of the Climate Change Steering Committee, with the assistance of a number of technical work groups.  The project oversight committees recognize the human and financial resources committed by the Steering Committee and work group members.  Success in the plan’s implementation is due to the considerable personnel resource commitments from each jurisdiction.�


The project oversight committees also recognize the valuable contribution, both human and financial, made by Environment Canada, the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM), the Ouranos Consortium, and other non-jurisdictional agencies.





Summary of Year Two (2002-2003) Accomplishments 


and Year Three Focus Items





Resolution 27-7 (Resolution Concerning Climate Change), adopted by the NEG/ECP at its meeting in Québec City, Québec in August 2002, charged the Climate Change Steering Committee with a number of work activities for the 2002-2003 period.  The report submitted by the Steering Committee to the NEG/ECP last year also specified work items.  The following summaries provide a status report on progress by the Steering Committee in fulfilling these charges.





Inventory and Registry


A framework for a New England registry has been drafted and is currently being reviewed and refined by the NEG/ECP Climate Change Steering Committee and the NEG/ECP Committee on the Environment.  A fully reconciled regional inventory–New England and Eastern Canada–will be completed prior to the NEG/ECP Conference in September 2003 but will not be formally submitted at that conference pending appropriate review.





The Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM) expects to receive a decision on foundational support for its continued development of a regional registry, an outline of which was submitted to the NEG/ECP last year.  Pending the availability of funding, NESCAUM plans to work with the CCSC to complete the development of the registry by 2004 for submission to the NEG/ECP.





�
Deliverables (addendum)





New England state greenhouse gas emission inventory


A status report on the development of the regional registry





Recommendations and Ongoing Work





Preparation of a regional inventory for New England and Eastern Canada (9/03)


Ongoing development of the regional registry





Green Vehicle Procurement


A work group of the CCSC has started to develop green vehicle procurement options for the region by collecting information on the make-up of the state and provincial fleets, developing contacts with procurement officials, and identifying barriers to the purchase of green vehicles in jurisdictional fleets.  A status report is attached.





Deliverables (addendum)





A status report of the CCSC Green Vehicle Procurement work group





Recommendations and Ongoing Work





Continue evaluation of green vehicle procurement mechanisms


Develop options to present to the fall 2003 CCSC meeting





LED Switchout Work Group


A work group of the CCSC has been working on the development of common procurement tools for LED street lights, with applications to other energy efficient products.  





Deliverables (addendum)





A draft of a regionalized specification template for LED lights





Recommendations and Ongoing Work





Continue the development of the draft specifications, working with state/provincial procurement, highway and municipal agencies





Colleges & Universities


The CCSC was tasked last year with developing outreach and cooperative programs with our region’s colleges and universities.  A letter has been drafted by the CCSC referencing the goals of the Climate Change Action Plan and inviting college and university presidents to sign a voluntary pledge of working towards the goals of the Plan at their institutions by initiating a number of actions.  A copy of the draft letter (including a variant from Newfoundland) and pledge are included in the addendum materials to this report.  





�
Deliverables (addendum)





Letters from the NEGC/NEBHE and the Office of Premier Grimes inviting colleges and universities to support the NEG/ECP climate change initiative


A draft of the pledge to be signed and returned to the appropriate agency





Recommendations and Ongoing Work





Initiate regional mailings of the letter and pledge beginning in July 2003 and continuing until all the region’s colleges and universities have been contacted


Report on the response to this initiative at the Conference in September 2003





Public Sector Emissions Inventory


In order to achieve the goal of a 25% reduction in end-use emissions within the public sector by 2012, methods of establishing baseline emissions are required.  Therefore, the Lead by Example work group undertook the task of surveying jurisdictions to determine the availability of energy consumption and emissions data in respect of government operations.  





Deliverables (addendum)


Progress report and emissions table





Recommendations and Ongoing Work


Following completion of the initial survey, data collection on vehicle use in government operations will be an initial data compilation project





Adaptation Symposium


The Adaptation work group has continued to refine the structure of the adaptation symposium, initially slated for spring 2003 but now scheduled for December 2003 or January 2004.  Recommendations of the CCSC in moving forward:





Date:		December 2003 or January 2004


Location:		Greater Boston area


Estimated Budget:	$80,000 – $100,000


Potential Funding:	U.S. EPA, Environment Canada, Gulf of Maine Council, the Ouranos 				Consortium, NOAA, NE/EC jurisdictions, foundations


Additional:		A subcontractor has been identified to assist the CCSC and Adaptation 				work group with the development of the symposium and the follow-up 				report.





Deliverables (addendum)





An outline of the adaptation symposium





Recommendations and Ongoing Work





Continued development of the symposium program


Follow-up report on the outcomes of the symposium, for distribution to the NEG/ECP at the 2004 meeting
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New Programmatic Initiatives for 2003-2004





In addition to the items summarized above, the Climate Change Steering Committee has identified a number of other focus items for the 2003-2004 period, broken out here by category.  The CCSC seeks the approval and direction of the NEG/ECP and its Committee on the Environment for moving forward with these initiatives.





Leading by Example





Government Energy Use Reduction Targets and Implementation Plan





This proposal (addendum) would develop jurisdictional energy use reduction targets for jurisdictional buildings and develop an inventory of building energy use and a strategy for reaching the targets.  Each jurisdiction will establish energy end use reduction targets for jurisdictional buildings, work toward their implementation and share information on progress so that governments effectively “lead-by-example.”





Also, jurisdictions will work to develop benchmarks of state and provincial operations to help jurisdictions identify improvements in operational efficiencies to address budget shortfalls by reducing energy and other costs, and lowering greenhouse gas emissions.  An energy benchmarking initiative for state buildings would have each jurisdiction (with EPA contractor assistance) benchmark a small group (3-10) of government facilities to see how they perform and assess how much the state or province would save if energy work was completed at the site.  A follow-up step to this would be a proposal to the NEG/ECP to upgrade state/provincial buildings to meet jurisdictional energy savings targets.





Education & Outreach





The CCSC will produce a report on the status and progress of the regional climate change project for distribution to the general public.





The Steering Committee will also develop a common set of presentation materials for use by COE members, CCSC representatives and others involved with the project to convey a common message about the goals and implementation of the Plan.





3.  Transportation





The CCSC will utilize the results of the ‘Clean Motor Vehicle’ study (November 2003) by NESCAUM and other sources to develop recommendations on programs and strategies to reduce GHG emissions from motor vehicles and report back to the 2004 NEG/ECP Conference.





In addition, the CCSC will examine the outcomes of pilot programs and seek funding opportunities for diesel retrofits (particularly on school buses), and develop a strategy to reduce soot.





�
4.	Energy Efficiency





Jurisdictions will pursue one or more of the following initiatives:


assessment of the feasibility of adopting energy efficiency standards for selected projects, including but not limited to traffic signals, exit signs, commercial refrigerators and clothes washers, and torchiere lights;


review of building efficiency standards and recommendations to improve them (if appropriate);


consideration of a New Brunswick ‘Green Lights’ proposal that would focus on fluorescent lighting switchout as a public outreach tool.  





Research





The CCSC proposes to assemble a database of hydrogen research and university programs and companies, perhaps with the support of NREL and in cooperation with the initiatives of the Northeast Advanced Vehicle Consortium in this area.  This could be utilized to create a hydrogen research consortium in the northeast for the purpose of job creation and economic transition.





This project will require working with research agencies, businesses and other organizations to develop a strategy for making a transition away from fossil fuels to the hydrogen economy in New England and Eastern Canada, resulting in economic growth from emerging technologies.


�



Climate Change Steering Committee and Work Groups





The Climate Change Steering Committee has met three times since August 2002 (in Boston, Massachusetts in October 2002, in Montréal, Québec in February 2003, and in Fredericton, New Brunswick in June 2003) and conducted numerous conference calls of its work groups.  The NEG/ECP Committee on the Environment and NICE recognize the fine work of the Steering Committee and its work groups in implementing the Climate Change Action Plan, and commends its accomplishments this year.





NEG/ECP Climate Change Steering Committee





Richard Boucher (co-chair)		QC Dept. of Natural Resources


Dean Mundee (co-chair)		NB Dept. of the Environment & Local Government


James Brooks (co-chair)		ME Dept. of Environmental Protection


Chris James (co-chair)			CT Dept. of Environmental Protection








Robert Luysterborgh			CT Dept. of Public Utility Control


Julie Hashem				ME State Planning Office


Sonia Hamel				MA Office of Commonwealth Development


Joanne McBrien			MA Division of Energy Resources


Joanne Morin				NH Dept. of Environmental Services


David Bazeley				NL Dept. of Mines & Energy


John Drover				NL Dept. of Environment


Allan Parker				NS Dept. of Natural Resources


George Foote				NS Dept. of Energy


Ron Estabrooks			PEI Dept. of Development & Technology


Todd Fraser				PEI Dept. of Fisheries, Aquaculture & Environment


Robert Nôël de Tilly			QC Dept. of the Environment


Stephen Majkut			RI Dept. of Environmental Management


Richard Valentinetti			VT Dept. of Environmental Conservation





Partnering Agencies:


Ken Colburn				NESCAUM


Jennifer Weeks				NESCAUM


Claude Desjarlais			Ouranos


William White				U.S. EPA (New England)


Lisa Callaghan				NAVC
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