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Chewonki Foundation, Wiscasset, Maine
You are an extraordinary group of people who have been chosen, for your special knowledge, to assist in a significant way on a difficult project.  For that you have my deep appreciation.

The threat of global climate change is very serious.  Maine has much to lose if the predictions of the world’s scientists prove correct.  Our ski, tourism, agriculture and forestry industries are on the front lines of climate change, facing potential global temperature increases of 2.5 to 10.4 degrees Farenheit by 2100.  The predicted rise in global sea level of three to thirty inches this century would destroy valuable Maine coastal property and economic infrastructure.  New Brunswick has just issued a study showing the effects of climate change on ground water supplies. And this is only the beginning.  We also have to worry about new pests and diseases, unpredictable weather events, and increased floods and droughts that would cost the State many millions of dollars.  Reducing greenhouse gas emissions is a very sensible insurance policy to protect us from all 
this.

Ultimately, the federal government must act to regulate greenhouse gas emissions.  In the meantime, Maine people and the Maine Legislature have proven that they will take action.  Representative Ted Koffman has been a champion of this effort and should be commended.  The stakeholder process you all are about to embark upon is all about Maine people taking action to find Maine solutions to Maine’s greenhouse gas emissions.

We are not asking industry and citizens to take actions that the state is not willing to take.  I am committed to make State Government a leader when it comes to energy efficiency and renewable energy.  These are two of the most important steps we can take to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
· The State now buys 40% of its electricity from renewable power sources.  My goal is to increase this to 50%.  
· This winter we will be heating the Blaine House and some Augusta office buildings with a biodiesel blend.  
· The State is also installing VendingMisers to reduce vending machine energy usage by almost 50%.  
· Tomorrow I will be breaking ground for the new Governor Baxter School for the Deaf, which will be a model building in terms of energy efficiency and environmental design.
· The recently renovated Department of Transportation building is projected to save 30% to 50% in energy usage.  
· We are also reducing the global warming impact of the State’s vehicle fleet by improving its overall fuel economy and instituting ways to reduce the miles we drive.  

These and other measures the State has taken are already paying off.  We have calculated State Government’s greenhouse gas emissions for Fiscal Years 2002 and 2003.  In just one year, the State has reduced its greenhouse gas emissions by more than 4%. 

 We will calculate our emissions yearly to make sure that we meet the goals set out in LD 845.

Efficiency investments are win-win steps that not only reduce our contribution to climate change, but also reduce the State’s heating and transportation bills.

The state is not the only player in this initiative.  The legislation requires the Department of Environmental Protection to enter into at least 50 voluntary agreements with businesses and other groups to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  I plan to challenge Maine businesses and groups to greatly exceed that number and to become leaders in this endeavor.

In closing, let me say that the goals of the law are ambitious.  You will undoubtedly face difficult decisions down the road.  I am confident that Maine people’s Yankee ingenuity will prevail and that you will be able to come to agreement on how to meet these goals.  
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